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Avoiding Distractions 







How your child can look after their 
wellbeing?



Body (Physical) Mind (Mental)

Soul (Emotional)



Year 11 English
Exams Excellence Evening 2021



Vultures – Chinua Achebe

In the greyness
and drizzle of one despondent
dawn unstirred by harbingers
of sunbreak a vulture
perching high on broken
bones of a dead tree
nestled close to his
mate his smooth
bashed-in head, a pebble
on a stem rooted in
a dump of gross
feathers, inclined affectionately
to hers. Yesterday they picked
the eyes of a swollen
corpse in a water-logged
trench and ate the
things in its bowel. Full
gorged they chose their roost
keeping the hollowed remnant

in easy range of cold
telescopic eyes...

Strange
indeed how love in other
ways so particular
will pick a corner
in that charnel-house
tidy it and coil up there, perhaps
even fall asleep - her face
turned to the wall!

...Thus the Commandant at Belsen
Camp going home for
the day with fumes of
human roast clinging
rebelliously to his hairy
nostrils will stop
at the wayside sweet-shop

and pick up a chocolate
for his tender offspring
waiting at home for Daddy's
return...

Praise bounteous
providence if you will
that grants even an ogre
a tiny glow-worm
tenderness encapsulated
in icy caverns of a cruel
heart or else despair
for in the very germ
of that kindred love is
lodged the perpetuity
of evil.
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Words in red – words that pupils didn’t understand.
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This is what most pupils will be faced with!



Students need to know 
90-95% of the words in a 
text to be able to fully 

comprehend it.

Pre 19th Century 
extracts include 

challenging 
vocabulary

Pupils are 
expected to 

explore 
connotations of 

complex 
vocabulary in all 4 

exams

Pupils are 
expected to use 
effective and 

ambitious 
vocabulary in 

their own writing

Key to success is to READ



Curriculum and Changes
• Since September, pupils have been completing their study of the poetry 

anthology in Literature lessons. Classes are currently transitioning to their 
study of Macbeth which is our chosen Shakespeare text this year and is the 
final unit of study for Literature.

• In English Language pupils have moved away from the thematic approach we 
took last year and are now focusing on exam skills and preparation for the 
two exams.

• Targeted small group catch up sessions are taking place during form times to 
ensure that any gaps caused by lockdown learning are addressed. Pupils are 
identified by class teachers for this.

• Success in 30 sessions will be organised over the next few weeks in the lead 
up to mock exams which are scheduled to take place in January.

• Teams is being utilised within English to set homework in a variety of forms 
and to store a range of revision materials. 

Student Sharepoint English has revision resources on all topics.

https://shavingtoncheshiresch.sharepoint.com/sites/StudentsSite/English/Forms/AllItems.aspx?viewid=fe383118%2Df809%2D4222%2D986f%2De283d288dcc1&id=%2Fsites%2FStudentsSite%2FEnglish%2FYear%2011%20Literature%20Home%20Learning


Assessment – Summer 2021 Exams

Paper 1

War and Conflict Poetry Anthology – 30 marks

Modern Drama – An Inspector Calls – 34 marks

Paper 2

Shakespeare – Romeo and Juliet – 34 marks

Unseen Poetry – 28 marks

Unseen Poetry Comparison – 8 marks

Removed this 
year…

19th Century 
Novel – A 
Christmas Carol 
– 30 marks



Timeline

Autumn 1 – Poetry anthology and Language Paper 1 exam skills

Autumn 2 – Macbeth and Language Paper 1 exam skills

JANUARY – Language Paper 1 mock

JANUARY – Literature ‘An Inspector Calls’ and ‘Poetry anthology’ mock

Spring 1 – Unseen Poetry and Language Paper 2 exam skills

Spring 2 – Literature revision and Language Paper 2 exam skills

Summer 1 – Exam technique and revision



How can you help?

• Encourage your child to read anything and/or everything and discuss 
their reading with them

• Equip your child with a set of highlighters
• Discuss your child’s learning with them at home – ask them about the 

texts they are studying
• Monitor Teams assignments and posts 
• Purchase revision guides when they are offered
• Encourage your child to keep a scrap book of the non-fiction texts that 

they have read – picking out key features (inc. genre, audience, purpose 
etc.)

• Discuss topical worldwide and local issues with your child
• Reassure your child that they are capable of achieving great things!



Teams page
Assignments will be set on Teams and these 
will include specific deadlines and instructions
Teachers will also mark pupils work on here

The lesson 
resources 
will be 
uploaded 
every week 
by the class 
teacher –
these can be 
accessed 
from home 
therefore 
limiting the 
disruption of 
any absences

Teachers will use the 
‘posts’ section to 
leave messages and 
reminders for pupils

The ‘files’ section is 
where the resources 
for each week can be 
found



Revision Support

• Seneca
• Student Sharepoint
• Class Teams page

• Revision guides will be available to purchase from class teachers:
• York Notes Macbeth
• York Notes An Inspector Calls
• York Notes Poetry
• York Notes English Language
• CGP Macbeth
• CGP An Inspector Calls
• CGP Poetry

https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/
https://shavingtoncheshiresch.sharepoint.com/sites/StudentsSite/English/Forms/AllItems.aspx?viewid=fe383118%2Df809%2D4222%2D986f%2De283d288dcc1&id=%2Fsites%2FStudentsSite%2FEnglish%2FYear%2011%20Literature%20Home%20Learning
https://www.yorknotes.com/gcse/english-literature/macbeth-gcse-2017/overview
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Inspector-Calls-York-Notes-GCSE/dp/1447982169/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=york+notes+an+inspector+calls&qid=1601815498&sr=8-1
https://www.yorknotes.com/gcse/english-literature/aqa-rapid-revision-cards-power-and-conflict-2019/overview
https://www.amazon.co.uk/s?k=york+notes+english+language&ref=nb_sb_noss_2
https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/secondary-books/gcse/english/text-guides-and-plays/epm44-grade-9-1-gcse-english-macbeth-the
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Grade-GCSE-English-Text-Guide/dp/1841461156/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=cgp+an+inspector+calls&qid=1601815570&sr=8-1
https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/secondary-books/gcse/english/poetry-guides/acehr42-new-gcse-english-edexcel-poetry-guide-conf


What does revision look like?

• Revise the notes in exercise books
• Practise timed responses to master the skills.
• Re-reading literature texts (2 maybe even 3 times)
• Ensure you are practicing extended writing tasks –

in class, through Teams and at home – to ensure 
that exam stamina is not an issue 

• Teams quizzes and submission of work
• Use the internet to access clips and revision 

resources – GCSE Bitesize has some 
excellent stuff! – Mr Bruff

• Creating flash cards with quotations and key 
information

• Post it note quotations 
• Mind map the success criteria for each exam paper 

question

• Being aware of and acting upon your feedback
• Utilise Teams effectively to submit homework 

and receive feedback.
• Raise any concerns you might have with your 

class teacher.



What does revision look like?

• Read newspaper articles to help with your English Language 
skills.

• Read for pleasure! Anything and everything…
• Engage in wider reading around the themes of your literature 

texts.



Contact
Year 11 team:

Miss Knapper vknapper@shavington.academy

Mrs Pierpoint kpierpoint@shavington.academy

Mr Cooke acooke@shavington.academy

Miss Hughes jhughes@shavington.academy

Miss Robinson erobinson@shavington.academy

Miss Steele jsteele@shavington.academy

Miss Roebuck kroebuck@shavington.academy

mailto:vknapper@shavington.academy
mailto:kpierpoint@shavington.academy
mailto:acooke@shavington.academy
mailto:jhughes@shavington.academy
mailto:erobinson@shavington.academy
mailto:jsteele@shavington.academy
mailto:kroebuck@shavington.academy


Philosophy & 

Ethics



Use feedback to 

know what to 

improve and how to 

improve.

TIP 1



Feedback

Excellent answers 

demonstrated good 

knowledge of Christmas and 

Easter

Notice how this answer 

includes information about 

Christian beliefs about the 

importance of Christmas.

Features of the best answers



Feedback

Excellent answers used 

connectives.

Connectives help to 

develop explanation in 

a clear and logical way.

Features of the best answers



Feedback

Notice how this 

paragraph combines 

good subject 

knowledge and clear 

explanation through 

the use of connectives.

Features of the best answers



FEEDBACK

Question: “The festival of Easter should be more important to 

Christians than the festival of Christmas” Evaluate  

What was being assessed? How did I do?

1 2 3

Your KNOWLEDGE of the significance of Easter and Christmas to Christians

Your SKILL at explaining arguments to support different points of view

1 2 3

WHAT’S MY 

ACTION POINT?
WHAT DO I DO? HOW? WHAT HELP CAN YOU GIVE ME?

AP 1 

KNOWLEDGE

Re-write part of your answer to 

demonstrate greater knowledge

Try to use:

key terms

examples

quotes

incarnation

‘light of the world’

resurrection

salvation

atonement

sin

grace

forgiveness

AP 2

EXPLANATION

Re-write part of your answer so that 

it is better explained and more 

developed.

Try to use:

connectives

examples

because

this means that

therefore

for example

this links with

this is important because

1 = This is weak. Make this is a focus for improvement.

2 = This is OK. With some improvements, this could become a strength.

3 = This is a strength. You can build on this to become excellent.



What do I need 

to do differently?

Responding to feedback



Use the resources 

on TEAMS

TIP 2



TIP 2





Key content



Key 

information



Practice 

questions



Key words



Use the homework 

quizzes to identify 

areas of weakness.

TIP 3



This specification offers a traditional linear

route to GCSE Mathematics and comprises 

three terminal examination papers taken in 

the summer term.

AQA Maths GCSE



How is this examined?
Three Terminal Examination papers

• Each out of 80 contributing 33
1

3
% to the overall final 

mark.

• All papers are 1 hour 30 minutes

Foundation tier (1 to 5) or Higher tier (3 to 9)

• Friday 20th May 2022 Paper 1 – Non-calculator 

• Tuesday 7th June 2022 Paper 2 – Calculator 

• Monday 13th June 2022 Paper 3 – Calculator



How the content is distributed across both tiers

In the new specification, ratio has become one of the most featured topics and is interleaved with other areas of maths to 
ensure understanding. This means it’s weighting is highest in Foundation maths and a significant part of the Higher tier too.

You can see the distribution of both tiers in the table below:



Assessment Objectives

Foundation Higher 

A01: Use and apply 
standard techniques 

50% 40%

A02: Reason interpret 
and communicate 

mathematically

25% 30%

A03: Solve problems 
with mathematics and 

in other contexts

25% 30%

The table below highlights the percentage weighting of each assessment objective again showing the difference in 
challenge between the two available levels.



Equipment needed for maths exams
• Pen 

• Pencil

• Scientific calculator (paper 2 and 3)

• Compass

• Protractor

• Ruler

We recommend Casio calculators 
(shown below) which can be bought at 
most major retailers.



What have we done so far this year?

• Ensured high frequency topics or remaining content covered in 
Autumn Term 1

• Adapted the Scheme of work for Autumn Term 2 (Mock Examination 
Preparation) to fill gaps identified by completed papers.

• Weekly targeted small group intervention sessions to ensure that any 
gaps in absolute basic skills caused by lockdown learning are 
addressed. 

• Small group form time intervention to support gap filling

• Teams has been reorganised to support pupils access and signposting 
to revision materials







The best way to revise maths is to do maths



Revision materials – how to support your child

• The CGP revision guides we 
recommend are shown here 
and are tailored toward the 
AQA syllabus. 

• We have a limited supply in 
school for those who did not 
purchase last year and they 
are £2.85 each



If your child feels they will 
struggle to practice through 
a workbook. CGP also offer 
flash cards (with solutions) 
for revising quick fire facts 
for pupils on key topics.

These are also available 
through CGP or Amazon

Revision materials – how to support your child



There are several website which offer free content which we recommend as 
they help students to retain mathematical knowledge.

Corbett Maths – we use this frequently with the pupils, the 5 a day sheets 
(right) are useful for revision and to access worksheets

• They are available online and can be found at: https://corbettmaths.com/5-
a-day/gcse/

• Worksheets, solutions and videos can be found at this link: 
https://corbettmaths.com/contents/

Maths genie – GCSE Resources. All topics are grouped by grade.

• Videos, worksheets and solutions can be found at this link:

https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/

Dr Frost Maths – GCSE Past Papers set online. 

• Pupils can answer and annotate to show their working and the website can 
be found at this link: https://www.drfrostmaths.com/

Revision materials online

https://corbettmaths.com/5-a-day/gcse/
https://corbettmaths.com/contents/
https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/
https://www.drfrostmaths.com/


Who to contact if you have any Questions?

In the first instance please speak to your child’s Maths Teacher
Miss Taylor – htaylor@shavington.academy

Mrs Humphries – ghumphries@shavington.academy
Mrs Williamson - kwilliamson@shavington.academy

Miss Achieng - bachieng@shavington.academy
Mr Coltman - lcoltman@shavington.academy
Mr Donald – sdonald@shavington.academy

Miss McNamara– Curriculum Leader of Mathematics
kmcnamara@shavington.academy

mailto:htaylor@shavington.academy
mailto:ghumphries@shavington.academy
mailto:kwilliamson@shavington.academy
mailto:bachieng@shavington.academy
mailto:lcoltman@shavington.academy
mailto:sdonald@shavington.academy
mailto:kmcnamara@shavington.academy


Science



Science Courses

AQA Combined Science: Trilogy (8464) – most pupils.

• A combined science qualification or ‘double award’, covering 

biology, chemistry and physics to give the equivalent of TWO 

science GCSEs 

• Excellent preparation to study many science courses after Key 

Stage 4

• Accepted for A level courses



What is the separate science course?

AQA Separate Sciences  

• GCSE Biology (8461), Chemistry (8462) and Physics (8463) gives 

THREE GCSEs 

• Provides an excellent foundation for A-level



Examinations

When: All exams take place at the end of the course in Year 11. 

Question types: multiple choice, structured, closed short answer and 

open response.

Tiers: Foundation; GRADES 1-5 and Higher; GRADES 4-9.

Marked on a 17 point scale. 9-9 is the highest, 1-1 is the lowest.

Weighting: the papers are equally weighted. Each is worth 16.7% of the 

grade and has 70 marks



Exam Paper Biology Topics Chemistry Topics Physics Topics Length of exams

1 • Cell biology
• Organisation
• Infection and 

response
• Bioenergetics

• Atomic structure and the 
periodic table

• Bonding, structure, and the 
properties of matter

• Quantitative chemistry
• Chemical changes
• Energy changes

• Energy
• Electricity
• Particle model of 

matter 
• Atomic structure

Trilogy 1hr 15 
mins

Separate 
Sciences 1hr 45 

minutes

2 • Homeostasis and 
response

• Inheritance, variation 
and evolution

• Ecology

• The rate and extent of 
chemical change

• Organic chemistry
• Chemical analysis
• Chemistry of the atmosphere
• Using resources

• Forces
• Waves
• Magnetism and 

electromagnetism
• Space (separate 

Science only).

Six papers: Two Biology, two Chemistry, two Physics. 



For all science courses more maths style questions will be 

included:

Biology papers: 10% maths based. Chemistry: 20% maths based. 

Physics: 30% maths based. 

Equations
Students should know how to apply two lists of physics equations: 

one is learnt by students and the second is provided as an insert 

in the question paper.

Increase in Mathematical 

requirements

Pupils will be given a full Physics  
equation sheet for Summer 2022 

exams



Practical ASSESSMENT.. 

Students will study eight required practicals for Biology, 

Chemistry and Physics, and sixteen for Combined Science. 

Students will be assessed on their practical skills in their exams 

with at least 15% of the marks coming from questions relating to 

practicals.

These practicals can be demonstrations as well as class 

practicals.



Resources to support your child



All lessons shared on Teams

Useful to review 
a lesson or if 
absent. 



Knowledge mats

All knowledge mats 
on 

Teams.

All in the ‘Student site 
documents’ tab



Personal learning checklists

Checklists covering all parts of the course.

Useful to identify weak/strong areas to 

guide revision. 

All in the ‘Student site documents’ tab. 



Revision guides

£5.50
£4.40



Flashcards

Perfect to test your child.

Available for combined 
and separate sciences. 



Core Science interactive 

All Year 11 have 
passwords. 

See your science 
teacher if you 
need yours. 



Keywords: Currents, parallel, ammeter

https://www.senecalearning.com/

Click on the link above and you will be taken to a login page. 
Click on sign up and fill out the information. You will need to enter an email address and choose a password 
as well as filling in your name. Make a note of your password and keep it safe!

Copy and paste the code for your course to join a class:
Foundation combined science wzhonn7os3
Higher combined science xwls2cd027

Foundation separate science h0y4cwchfh
Higher separate science lqrqd0tq4i

SENECA LEARNING 

This is a free interactive resource 
covering all Science GCSE courses.

https://www.senecalearning.com/


Review through homework quizzes



BBC BITESIZE

https://www.bbc.co.

uk/bitesize/examspe

cs/z8r997h

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/z8r997h


Free videos – primrose kitten 

https://www.primrosekitten.com/

https://www.primrosekitten.com/


Further Support
• Clips of all units of the course are at: 

http://www.youtube.com/user/myGCSEscience

• Past papers https://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/exams-

guidance/find-past-papers-and-mark-schemes

• Gojimo: Free revision app – quizzes and content. 

http://www.gojimo.com/free-revision-app-exam-revision-

help/student-home/

http://www.youtube.com/user/myGCSEscience
https://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/exams-guidance/find-past-papers-and-mark-schemes
http://www.gojimo.com/free-revision-app-exam-revision-help/student-home/


Thank you 

Huge thank you for coming along this evening

I hope that you all found something that will help your child 

Please do contact the relevant people here at the Academy if we can be 
of any further help over the coming months


