
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Hello, I’m Mr Donald, Deputy Headteacher and 

teacher of Mathematics, with experience as a 

teacher and Leader in schools for over 17 years. I 

have worked in Essex as well as a number of years in 

South Cheshire. I am a keen follower of most sports 

and enjoy watching rugby and football whenever 

possible. I also still manage to play some 6 a side 

football and run in my very precious spare time. 
 

Hello, I’m Mr Nellis, a keen Historian who graduated 

from Keele University. I am Stoke born and bred and 

a big supporter of the mighty Port Vale. I am very 

sport inclined and in my spare time I like to play 

football, whether that's recreationally with friends 

or for my team on the weekend. I am very much 

looking forward to teaching Humanities here at 

Shavington as it has a very relaxing and nurturing feel 

to the school and I whole-heartedly support the 

values that the school aim to deliver. 
 

Hello, I’m Miss Taylor, teacher of Mathematics and 

I’m from Stoke-on-Trent. I graduated with a Fine Art 

BA from Liverpool John Moores University and 

Mathematics PGCE from Keele University. Favourite 

things are The Impressionists, the colour black, 

Metallica, CrossFit and algebra! 

 
 

Dear pupils, parents, carers and members of the community, 
 

I feel very privileged to be writing my first newsletter to you as Headteacher and to share some of the fabulous 
developments we have had in the Academy over the recent months. Over the summer we saw the class of 2019 
achieve some fantastic examination results and we know that this has enabled them to pursue their dream 
college courses and apprenticeships. We look forward to inviting them back to see us on 28th November for their 
Presentation Evening, where they will receive their examination certificates and awards for each subject will be 
given to those that went above and beyond.  
 

Our new Year 7 have settled into the Academy extremely well and it has been wonderful to see them adapting 
to life in secondary school and to be enjoying it so much. Already, many are attending clubs and joining in with 
the extra-curricular opportunities we offer and lots have expressed an interest to go on our culturally enriching 
trips abroad. The preparations for our 2020 cohort are already underway, with many people visiting us on our 
Open Evening held earlier this term. The admissions window for applications for Year 7 in September 2020 is 
open until 31st October 2019.  
 

As I explained in my first letter this year, we are investing a lot in developing values with our pupils, which we 
strongly believe will support their personal development, as well as their academic success. This term, assemblies 
have already been delivered on: Resilience, Pride, Respect, Tolerance and Ambition and we will continue to 
reinforce the importance of our values across Academy life.   
 

We very much value the support we have received from parents and carers, in relation to our young cyclists. 
Their safety and that of our community are extremely important and we do expect any pupil wishing to ride their 
bike to/from school to sign our home-school agreement, which outlines how to be safe on the road and the 
conduct that is expected when riding on roads. 
 

Finally, on Wednesday 13th November at 5pm, I would like to hold a parent parliament meeting, which is an 

opportunity for you to meet with myself and members of the leadership team to discuss matters that are 

pertinent to the effective education we provide here at Shavington. If you would like to attend this meeting, 

please do contact the Academy to add your name to the attendees list.  
 

Warmest thanks, 

Miss Morris 

Headteacher  

 

 

Dates to Remember 
 

Friday 25th October 

AUTUMN HALF TERM 
 

NOVEMBER 
 

Monday 4th 

*INSET DAY* 
 

Tuesday 5th  

SCHOOL REOPENS  

(USUAL TIME) 
 

Thursday 7th  

Year 11 Exam Excellence Workshop  
 

Thursday 14th  

Year 8 Form Tutor  

Parents’ Evening 4-6pm  
 

Thursday 28th  

PRIZE EVENING 5.45-7.30PM 
 

Friday 29th  

*INSET DAY* 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello, I'm Mr Davey, one of the new Humanities 

teachers here at Shavington Academy and I'd like to 

take this opportunity to introduce myself. I 

graduated from Bangor University with a degree in 

History and Archaeology and then worked for 8 years 

as a professional archaeologist on sites throughout 

the UK. Whilst not working, I can either be found 

rolling around beneath classic cars, primarily of the 

Triumph marque, of which I have two (Triumph 

2000s) or watching the rugby (Northampton Saints 

and England of course). I am looking forward to my 

time here at Shavington Academy and especially 

looking forward to teaching Ancient History. 
 

Hello, I'm Miss Hibbitt and I am a Maths teacher and 

Year 7 form tutor here at Shavington Academy. 

Originally, I am from Surrey, however after university 

I moved to Stoke-on-Trent. I graduated with a BSc 

(Hons) in Mathematics from Loughborough 

University in 2017. Since graduating I have worked in 

a bank and completed my PGCE at Keele University. 

Along with Maths I love Harry Potter and chocolate! 
 

Hello, I’m Mr Heckel, teacher of Modern Languages 

and Latin. I am a passionate mountaineer and take 

every chance I get to go camping and mountain biking 

with my little van. I am very interested in ancient 

cultures and civilisations and never miss an 

opportunity to watch a Shakespeare staging. 

 
 

 

SHAVINGTON ACADEMY 
 

Hello, I’m Mr Kayll, teacher of Modern Languages, 

born in Liverpool and studied German at University of 

Leeds. I then worked in the chemical industry dealing 

with global exports for several years before doing my 

PGCE at Manchester Metropolitan University. I spend 

a lot of my evenings with my two rabbits and working 

with park charities for planting/growing days, 

fundraisers and community events. 
 

Hello, I’m Mrs Seddon and I am pleased to introduce 

myself as a new member of the Science team. I have 

been teaching for 14 years, after completing a degree 

at Edge Hill University in key stage 2/3 education with 

Science. I particularly love teaching chemistry, 

especially the practical lessons. I have worked in a 

number of schools within Cheshire West and Chester, 

but I’m new to this area. Outside of school, I am a 

keen horse rider, attending local and national 

competitions and owning two horses of my own. I am 

really excited to be part of Shavington Academy and 

to be part of the thriving local community. 
 

Hello, I’m Miss Rowland and I am a teacher of 

Mathematics and a Year 7 form tutor here at 

Shavington Academy. A lot of my family including my 

parents attended Shavington Academy when they 

were at school. I am a Keele University graduate. 

Along with Maths I love dogs and have 4 of my own 

at home. 

 

 

Newsletter 

 

TEAM 

 

Welcome to 
the 

October 2019  



“Today, we went to the Houses of Parliament. The day started off with the train journey. Once we had arrived at 

the train station we then walked down to the tube. Then we got to Houses of Parliament and we were met by a tour 

guide. We then had a great tour around the House of Commons and the House of Lords and he gave us a lot of 

information and facts to help us learn more about our MPs and how our country runs. This trip was very interesting 

and also very educational and has helped me and many others learn more about how our country runs and helped 

us understand how we will get our say in how we want the country to be.” Written by Grace, Year 10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

A group of Year 7 and Year 8 students took part in 

a Science workshop at the end of the academic 

year learning all about living organisms. They 

carried out practical investigations, made 

observations and even had souvenirs to take 

home! Student's enjoyed dissecting organs, 

experimented with light and photosynthesis as 

well as creating colours and scents for bath 

bombs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

“I enjoyed dissecting the animal organs and 

examining the different parts of the organs. 

Science is very fun, interesting and creative, 

there’s so many things you can learn about the 

world around you.”  Stephanie, Year 9 
 

“I have enjoyed studying the pig heart and seeing 

the arteries.” Harvey, Year 8 
 

“I have enjoyed putting my finger into the hearts 

archery and studying the organs.” Leo, Year 8 
 

“I have enjoyed learning about the animal’s 

organs/muscles, and being able to dissect them. 

Also, I have really enjoyed making bath bombs 

and experimenting with the different colours and 

smells.” Katie, Year 9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BOOK CLUB 

 

After half term, our exciting new initiative is starting. As 

a school we are committed to promoting an ethos of 

reading for pleasure. Therefore, one English lesson per 

fortnight will now be a dedicated Book Club lesson with 

all pupils and their teacher reading and discussing the 

same novel. Our aim is to read one novel per term so 

that pupils will end the academic year having read three 

full texts.  
 

Year 7 will begin their Book Club experience with 

‘Goldfish Boy’ by Lisa Thompson; Year 8 will be reading 

‘Concentr8’ by William Sutcliffe and Year 9 will begin 

with ‘The Wordsmith’ by Patricia Forde. 

 

GOTHIC PERFORMANCE REVIEW BY LUCY YEAR 8  

 

On Tuesday 17th September the whole of Year 8 viewed 

three different Gothic tales and had a really interesting 

careers talk at the end.  
 

I greatly enjoyed this as it was a wonderful way to 

introduce us to the work of Gothic Literature and 

certainly got us excited to study it in future English 

lessons. The variety of stories that were told were each 

intricately unique and managed to interest you right up 

until the play ended.  
 

My personal favourite was ‘The Signalman’ that was 

told secondly. I enjoyed it because as well as giving you 

answers, it also left you to think for yourself to come up 

with your own conclusions about the story which is 

much more engaging. It also leaves you to continue 

thinking about the story even after it has been told.  
 

I also enjoyed the first story that was told named ‘Red 

Room’. This one was much more due to the fear side of 

things rather than the focus of the story. However, the 

story was still fascinating as you sat on the edge of your 

seat waiting to find out what would happen next.  
 

The way that all of these stories were portrayed was 

captivating. In certain moments nobody would move at 

all and then at other times, everyone would be jumping 

with fright. There was also a strange feeling that even 

though it was only one man it felt as if there was an 

entire cast of characters.  
 

I would give this a five-star rating and would personally 

love to see it again. I extremely dislike the idea of 

anyone being unable to view this masterpiece and 

definitely recommend this for future year 8’s. 

 

Manchester Actors 

 
We are very lucky to have secured visits from The 
Manchester Actors Company to deliver performances 
of the set texts for AQA Literature to our Year 10 and 11 
pupils. These performances are not only invaluable in 
supporting pupils with their English Literature course, 
they are also an excellent form of enrichment. The first 
performance of the ‘Power and Conflict Anthology 
poems’ will take place in November and ‘A Christmas 
Carol’ will hit the stage just in time for Christmas. 

 

 

On 16th July, 28 of us in Year 8 headed off down to 

the South of France for a week-long Watersports 

trip. After a long journey, we arrived at our first 

location Domaine de Segries for canoeing along the 

Ardèche. After arriving on 17th, we canoed along 

the river during the afternoon along a 4-mile part 

of the Ardèche. The next day, we went down to the 

river again and spent the day canoeing and 

complryin  completing activities along the 

way. After the two days, we 

left the Ardèche and visited 

the caves and the Haribo 

Factory on our way to the 

beach resort, Mimosa. At the 3 

day stay in Mimosa, we went 

body boarding, climbing, 

abseiling, boating, sailing, 

snorkel   snorkelling and we ended the trip with the banana 

boat. All our activities were led by extensively 

trained and qualified PGL staff and supported by 

Shavington staff.  
 

The food PGL gave us in France was amazing. There 

were always many options at breakfast, lunch and 

tea so there was something for everyone.  

At breakfast, there were pastries, fruit and bread 

to offer, at lunch there was a selection of bread, 

meat and salads and at dinner there was lasagna, 

curry, fish, etc. The accommodation was also very 

good as in the first camp there was a floor with 

several rooms for each of the several schools 

staying there. However, at the other camp, there 

were individual tents with smaller numbers of 

people people in each tent (as there 

were up to ten people in a 

room beforehand). Both places 

had areas where we could chill 

out or play games and there 

was also a disco area in the 

evening.  
 

Overall, the trip to France was 

interesting, action packed and 

there was never a duk 

 

there was never a dull moment as there was so 

much to enjoy! 
 

Many thanks to Miss Talbot for organising the trip 

and Mr Skelding and Mr Nellis for also attending. 

Look out for the next trip in July 2021. 

 

Written by Millie and Anna, Year 9 

English Department News 

Science Department News 

South of France Watersports Trip 2019  

Academy Council Trip to Parliament 

Open  

Evening  

Open  


