
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SHAVINGTON ACADEMY 
 

Newsletter 
December 

 2022 

Edition 

Dear pupils, parents, carers and members of the community, 
 

Time flies when you’re having fun and this term has certainly flown. As the 

Christmas break approaches, I would like to thank staff, pupils, parents, 

carers, governors and trustees for their hard work and support this term. It 

has been wonderful to see pupils taking responsibility for their learning and 

engaging with our curriculum across all subjects in the academy and we 

know this will continue as the new term begins in January. 
 

We have all felt the impact of our extensive enrichment and extra-

curricular opportunities over recent weeks and the feedback we have had 

has been absolutely fantastic from all pupils and staff that have been 

involved. Opportunities to compete in local and national competitions, as 

well as supporting our own wider community have been relished by so 

many. Being able to welcome back our feeder primary schools for our 

Christmas concerts was wonderful last week and really did help us all to 

share the festive spirit as they showcased their talents. A huge thanks to all 

parents, carers, pupils and staff that supported these evenings. 
 

This newsletter details some of the personal development, character and 

enrichment planning that is going on in the academy and our focus on 

British values, equality and diversity and human rights to name but a few. 

These areas are important to our understanding of the world in which we 

live and we are pleased to be able to enrich the cultural capital of our 

pupils through them. 
 

As this term draws to a close, we wish Miss Taylor well as she leaves the 

academy for a promoted post in a different MAT and Mrs France who 

leaves our finance team. We wish them both well in their new posts and 

thank them for their support of everyone in the academy over the years. 
 

In January we welcome Mr Rogerson who will join the Maths department 

and Mrs Eyre who will be the academy’s new Curriculum Leader for 

Geography. 
 

It has been an absolute pleasure to see so many pupils receive pride, 

ambition and character awards at the end of this term. We are extremely 

proud that pupils continue to show their ability to achieve beyond 

expectations and showcase our values each and every day. We look 

forward to this continuing into the new term and being able to celebrate 

pupils’ sustained successes. 
 

It is with tremendous excitement that I have the pleasure of revealing 

Shavington Academy’s summer show 2022. We are extremely proud of our 

talented pupils and staff and will be delighted to welcome you to our 

performances at the end of the summer term. I am hoping that over the 

next two terms you will be ‘curiouser and curiouser’ and you know that 

‘we’re all quite mad in here’, as ‘Alice in Wonderland’ will be making its 

debut on the Shavington stage in July. 
 

As we approach the end of 2022, we recognise the challenges many have 

faced and hope that over the festive period, everyone is able to enjoy time 

with their loved ones. I would like to thank you all for your continued support 

of everyone in the academy, and we would like to take this opportunity to 

wish you a safe and peaceful Christmas and a Prosperous New Year. 
 

Warmest thanks, 
 

Mrs Casewell - Headteacher 

The academy will reopen to pupils on Monday 9th January 2023. 

History Visit to Berlin 

Four days; forty-five passengers; many thousands of steps! 

Day One: 

We arrived at school at 1AM, so we were all extremely tired! 

From there we had a long coach journey to Gatwick airport. 

We then caught our flight and arrived very excitedly at 

Berlin where we collected our luggage and got the coach to 

our hotel, which we were all impressed by. From there we 

started travelling around Berlin via a walking tour led by 

our very knowledgeable guide, Rob. Some of the places we 

went to included, the Reichstag building, the Brandenburg 

Gate and the Memorial to the Murdered Jews of Europe. 

We were all hungry after a busy day so after this we had 

tea at Pizza Hut which we all enjoyed, and then went back 

to the hotel for some much-needed sleep! 
 

Day Two: 

We travelled to Sachsenhausen Concentration Camp and 

spent the morning on a guided tour with two excellent 

guides who were able to answer all of our questions - and 

we had a lot! We then were able to enjoy a very different 

site at Cecilienhof, which we knew a lot about as we have 

studied the Potsdam Conference where Stalin, Attlee and 

Truman met. We also visited the Bridge of Spies before 

heading in to the city for Currywurst and chips. Finally, we 

took a trip to the very top of the Reichstag Building where 

we could look into the parliament chamber, and look out over 

the city at night. 
 

Day Three: 

This was an interesting and fact-filled day which made me 

realise the suffering some Berliners had to go through. The 

walking was tough but it was worth going up the tower to 

see the full scale of the Berlin wall. The museums were 

informational and good to help you understand the past 

about Berlin and the Soviets. We ended the day with fun-

filled bowling. All in all, a great experience. 
 

Day Four: 

We had to pack up our rooms - this didn't take too long as 

we had hardly had any time in the hotel to unpack in the 

first place! After our last brilliant breakfast of waffles, 

cereal, croissants and Nutella we set off to visit some final 

sites around the city, and also enjoyed some opportunities 

for souvenir shopping. Checkpoint Charlie was busy and we 

got the full tourist experience at this point. Sadly, our 

flight was a little delayed coming home but we enjoyed some 

singing and entertainment on the bus before falling asleep 

(well, some of us!). 

 

Written by Ruby, Nicole, Gracie-Mae, Georgia and Serena 

in Year 11 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

The Great Debate 
We were completely blown away by the passion for History 

shared by a range of fabulous young people in our 

community that has left us feeling very proud! Pupils from 

Shavington, Ruskin and Malbank school researched, 

prepared and presented their own arguments to answer the 

question "why does History matter to me?". Responses 

included detailed research into family history, local history, 

global issues and much more. Pupils were trying to impress our 

two judges: Kate Dobson (Museum Manager, Nantwich 

Museum) and Vicky Harrison (Heritage Development Officer, 

Crewe Town Council). The winner will be invited to take part 

in the national final, but truly, they were all winners - what a 

range of skills they have shown and we are massively proud 

of them all. We also had a fabulous team of helpers from Year 

10 and 11 historians who hosted the event which was a true 

celebration of History and teenagers. 

 

Lego Club 

Lego Club is held every Wednesday lunchtime in 

classroom E2 and is open to all years. A lovely 

space to meet friends and get creative! 

It's been lovely to see the pupils take such pride in 

their creations, building on them each week. The 

kindness they show each other is wonderful to be 

part of, especially seeing this across the years 

groups. 

 

Year 7 Samba Band 
What an amazing, talented group of pupils! We're 

gearing up for our first performance on 

Wednesday 14th December at the winter concert 

and we're all super excited. We've only had two 

sessions, but the pupils are already learning 

traditional Brazilian breaks like the batucada, 

rhythms and instruments. The group allows pupils 

to develop their timing and performance skills, 

and I'm super excited to share their talent and 

progress on the night! 

 

 

British Shooting 

Schools Championship 
 

Fabio and Sam had a great day at the British 

Shooting Schools pistol championships (regional 

round) at Ellesmere College on Wednesday 30th 

November. 

They both shot 10m Air pistol against 28 other 

children in Years 9 and 10. Fabio came 16th with 

a score of 127 and Sam came 21st with a score of 

107. 

Here are some photos of the day below: 

 

Season Update 

“Over the 2022 season, I competed in 3 championships: the British 

championship, the LGM championship and the IAME European 

Championship. In all 3 I achieved great results including 8th / 60 in 

Britain and 7th / 50 in the LGM. However, the European championship 

didn’t go to plan as I had some unlucky rounds. My best race of the 

year was at GYG in Wales where I went from 15th to 1st in 10 

minutes at one of the hardest tracks in the UK. An honourable mention 

was when I went from last to 7th at Shenington in Oxfordshire. 

As the season is very long it takes a lot of effort away from the track 

including fitness and getting on the simulator and getting in extra laps. 

Motorsport takes a lot of commitment to make sure the results are 

as good as they can possibly be, it’s also important to have a good 

team around you. My dad, my team (Dan Holland Racing) and my 

Mechanic (Tom) and myself worked very well throughout the year, 

making sure before every round to get the maximum. Also, throughout 

the year, it was important to stay focused, be resilient and ambitious 

to keep improving even when the results are coming.  

Now, we start the testing for cars in 2023 where I’ll be racing in 

the JSCC in a Citron Saxo.” 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Academy Council are leading our fundraising for 

charities that we feel strongly about supporting: this 

term that is the Chance foodbank and counselling 

service in Crewe, as well as the end of term Christmas 

Jumper Day in aid of Save the Children. 

Our partnership with Ronald McDonald Houses 

continues to grow and a group of pupils (across all 

year groups) will have the opportunity to train as RM 

House Ambassadors and learn about fundraising and 

charity work in general. 

The Year 11 Ambassadors have continued to 

represent the school in a highly positive manner - not 

to mention the incredible work they have done in 

helping Mr Cooke to re-design and re-stock the 

school library. 

We now have a group of Year 9 and Year 10 pupils 

who have been trained as 'reading buddies' who are 

supporting children in Years 7 and 8 with their 

reading. 

The whole of Year 7 were involved in the end of term 

Dodgeball competition and certainly showed their 

competitive side in some hard-fought duels. 

All year groups attended the Futures Fair event in 

November where they had the opportunity to 

interact with employers and organisations from a 

range of sectors and industries - as always, the 

feedback from these visitors was that our pupils 

showed themselves to be mature, thoughtful and 

curious about the opportunities that might be open 

to them in the future. 

Hopefully, this list gives you a flavour of some of the 

work we undertake to grow our pupils' character and 

promote their personal development. The 

Shavington Values of SPARK and GRIT are regularly 

demonstrated by so many of our pupils. We are 

incredibly proud of the number of our pupils who go 

'above and beyond' and understand the importance 

of participating in both the taught curriculum and the 

wider curriculum as they continue to 'enjoy, aspire, 

create, and achieve'. 

 

It's been another busy term for PDCE (Personal 

Development, Character & Enrichment) activities 

here in the academy, as demonstrated by the list 

below! 

Pupils in all three houses (Franklin, Lowry and Owen) 

are achieving hundreds of house points by 

representing the school in sporting teams or at after-

school events, such as parents' and open evenings. 

House points are also being awarded for attendance 

at any of our thriving extra-curricular clubs and 

groups: from drama to Minecraft; from music to 

debating; or from diversity to empowerment - there 

really is something for everyone. 

We had our first PDCE week in October where we 

focused on the British Values of democracy, the rule 

of law, individual liberty, mutual respect, and 

tolerance. 

Our next PDCE week will take place in January in the 

build-up to Holocaust Memorial Day (January 27th) 

and will be based around the work of Amnesty UK as 

we work to ensure that we are a 'Human-Rights-

friendly-school'. 

Our Year 8 Transition Mentors did an incredible job at 

the start of term to ensure that our new Year 7 cohort 

settled very quickly into life at the academy. 

Sixty-four Year 9 pupils have signed up for the Duke of 

Edinburgh Bronze Award scheme - this is an incredible 

number (over a third of the entire year group) - clearly 

showing our pupils' ambition and desire to develop 

leadership skills and resilience. 

Since helping to ensure that the academy achieved 

Eco-School status, the Kitchen-Garden Club continue 

to contribute to our environmental efforts through 

community 'litter picks' (as well as producing some 

amazing home-cooked food). 

Our upper school debating team have participated 

in two public speaking events: The Great Debate and 

the Crewe and Nantwich Debating Competition - the 

latter in which we came third and were the highest 

placed secondary school (with only sixth form 

colleges finishing above us). 

PDCE (Personal Development, Character & Enrichment) 

SPARK & GRIT Across the Academy 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maths Week England 2022 

14th - 18th November 

Pupils across the academy took part in a series of 

problem-solving challenges in maths as part of MWE. At 

Shavington Academy we understand that our pupils 

approach maths problems differently and it was a great 

opportunity for them to think creatively and outside of 

the box. The maths department have been so impressed 

with the entries, congratulations and well done! 

 

Computing Department 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Computing this half term, Year 7, 8 and 9, and those 

who have taken Computer Science as a GCSE were 

given the opportunity to compete in a national 

Computing challenge called Bebras. The Bebras 

Computing Challenge introduces computational 

thinking to students. It is organised in over 50 countries. 

The aim of the competition was to complete as many 

Computational and Logical Thinking tasks as possible 

in 40-minutes. We have received the results for this 

and are amazed by how well our pupils have done. 

The top achiever is Jacob in Year 8 with a score of 167. 

In second place is Tommy in Year 7 with 161. Joint third 

place are Oliver and Ella in Year 9 with 156. There are 

also 16 pupils in the school who took part who are 

being presented a Gold Award, which means they 

were in the top 10% nationally. There may be an 

opportunity for them to compete in a further 

competition called ‘The Oxford University Computing 

Challenge’. More information on this will be provided 

to those pupils. We couldn’t be prouder of all that our 

pupils have achieved. We hope all participants 

enjoyed taking part. 

 

Well done Isla and Isaac! 

Isla and Isaac, both in Year 9, did a black belt karate 

assessment in November. It was quite a feat - 6 hours of 

assessment including 200 push-ups and other physically 

gruelling exercises! Well done! 

 

Science Roadshow 

Last term Year 8 pupils took part in an interactive and 

engaging experience when the BAE systems 

roadshow visited our school. 

Pupils saw how resilience is needed in engineering to 

solve problems and how ambitious designs can come 

to life. 

‘I enjoyed the show because it was fun how we got to join in 

with some of the activities. I learned how to draw magnetic 

fields and how an electromagnet works. At the very end Mr 

Magnet was lifted up by an electromagnet and then was 

dropped by the electromagnet which was very funny!’ 

‘From the performance I liked the experiments to show how 

magnets repelled and attracted each other.’ 

‘I learned about magnetism and where it can be used in 

planes, ships and BAE systems.’ 

‘I liked it when Mr Magnet did his tricks. They showed us 

items that we would never of thought magnets were in!’  

Debate Competition 

On Friday 2nd December, a team of us visited Crewe 

UTC to compete in the Crewe and Nantwich debating 

competition. Prior to the final, we had a workshop which 

taught us how to form a good and efficient way to 

debate and we learnt how to form an effective structure 

on the spot. Whilst listening to everyone’s debate, we 

showed tolerance and respect even if we didn’t agree 

with their ideas as a team. The training and our 

teamwork helped us to secure 3rd in the competition 

(first out of all the high schools!) with congratulations also 

going to Brine Leas Sixth Form for winning with two former 

Shavington citizenship students in their team! Overall, it 

was an exciting experience that we enjoyed and will be 

competing again in the future. 

 

We’d like to say thanks to Mr Leather for entering our team, Mr 

Moulton and Mr Bratherton for giving up some of their time to 

help us complete the training and Mr Davey and Mrs Casewell 

for supporting us at the finals. 

- Xen and Izzy, Year 10 

 
 

I’d like to express just how absolutely fantastic the effort 

and attitudes of our pupils was in the competition. The 

quality and maturity of their debates were superb and 

the integrity they showed during the competition and 

congratulating the other teams was a great credit to all 

involved. 

 

I’d like to quickly thank the teams of Dr Kieran Mullen, Debate 

Mate and UTC for putting on the event and very much look 

forward to being able to take teams along again in future! 

- Mr Davey 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Help and Support is available even when school is closed this Christmas… 

 

If you have a safeguarding concern, please inform CHECS 0300 123 5012 (Option 3) 

If you need non-urgent police support call 101. If you need immediate help, call 999 (Press 55 

or remain silent and stay on the line in you do not feel safe to speak) 

 

Please remember that school emails will not be checked over the school holidays. 

 

Mental Health Support is available from CAMHS (Child and Mental Health Service). The number 

for the Cheshire area is 01244 397644. They also offer a 24/7 service for people needing help 

quickly on 0800 145 6485. 

 

Other agencies who offer support for mental health concerns include: 

https://www.mind.org.uk 

https://youngminds.org.uk 

https://rethink.org 

https://hubofhope.co.uk 

https://giveusashout.org/ 

https://www.visyon.org.uk/support-for-young-people 

 

The agencies below may also be useful, in the event that you need any other help or support: 

NHS care (non-emergency) 111. Please call 999 in an emergency. 

NSPCC - 0808 800 5000 

Childline - 0800 1111 

Online counselling - www.kooth.com 

Samaritans - 116 123 

Suicide Prevention for Young People - 0800 067 4141 

Domestic Abuse - women can call 0808 2000 247 and men can call 0808 802 4040 

www.womensaid.org.uk 

Alcohol Abuse - https://alcoholchange.org.uk 

Drug Abuse -  https://www.drugwise.org.uk 

Pregnancy - https://www.sexwise.org.uk/unplanned-pregnancy 

Grief, loss, financial stress - https://www.helpguide.org 

 

If you require support from food banks the following are available locally: 

Crewe - St Pauls Centre, Hightown, Crewe, CW1 3BY - 01270 586186 

Nantwich - Market Street, Nantwich CW5 5DG - 07896 652209 

 

Warm spaces are also available across Cheshire, please click on the link below: 

Warm places - keeping Cheshire East warm 

https://www.mind.org.uk/
https://youngminds.org.uk/
https://rethink.org/
https://hubofhope.co.uk/
https://giveusashout.org/
https://www.visyon.org.uk/support-for-young-people
http://www.kooth.com/
http://www.womensaid.org.uk/
https://alcoholchange.org.uk/
https://www.drugwise.org.uk/
https://www.sexwise.org.uk/unplanned-pregnancy
https://www.helpguide.org/
https://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/livewell/education-employment-and-money/money-matters/warm-places-keeping-cheshire-east-warm.aspx

