
Shavington Academy 

Trips and Visits 

Frequently Asked Questions 

 

1. What would be funded by the Academy and what do parents pay for? 

Anything that is prescribed by the National Curriculum is paid for by the Academy, for example, Geography 

field trips are a requirement of the National Curriculum. 

Trips that provide an extension to study are optional, and a contribution to costs may be requested of parents. 

For example, it is a requirement of the History curriculum that the Holocaust is studied, but a visit to a place of 

commemoration or talk by a visiting speaker is not. 

2. How does the Academy decide where to go? 

Each year we evaluate the trips that we have taken, for the value they offered, the purpose they served, and 

the associated health and safety of the trip and its travel arrangements. 

Based on this information, we take a decision regarding whether it will run again, as per the previous 

arrangements, with a modification or not at all. 

Throughout the year, we receive information from venues and travel companies, that we consider. We also 

survey what other schools and academies offer, so that we can learn from their experiences.  

Curriculum Leaders will ensure that there is a spread of opportunities across year groups to maintain interest 

and opportunity in a subject. 

3. How much notice do parents get of a trip? 

Some of our trips have been running successfully for years, either annually, bi-annually or termly, and these 

we are able to give quite a lot of notice for. Indeed, pupils look out for the next trip. However, new 

opportunities come along that we wish to consider. If these are expensive, we will often schedule the trip for 

the following year. 

4. How do you decide on the number of pupils going on a trip? 

There are a number of factors here. Some venues can only accommodate up to a maximum number e.g. 

Castles etc. Some places would be unsuitable for large numbers e.g. New York. Finally, we have to consider the 

staffing implications of how many colleagues need to be out of school and whether the standard of education 

across the academy is diminished by their absence.   

5. What is the process of allocating places? 

 Letters will be distributed and 48 hours will be given for responses to be returned 

 During this time, the trip leader will collect expressions of interest, but not allocate places 

 Deposits are not needed at this stage 

 Pupils who have not previously been on a trip will be allocated first from all expressions of interest 

received in the first 48 hours 

 Pupils who have previously been on a trip will then be drawn out, from the expressions of interest 

received in the first 48 hours 



 If there are more applications than places, a waiting list will be drawn and numbered 

 All pupils will be made aware that good behaviour, attendance and punctuality must be sustained, or 

they risk their place being given to another pupil 

 Parents/pupils will be informed 
 

6. When is money required? 

 Shortly after the allocation of places, the deposit will be asked for 

 Depending on the amount of money required, the trip leader will publish a payment schedule 

 Pupils on the waiting list will need to gather reserves themselves, as places may become available at 

short notice 

 Pupils entitled to the Pupil Premium are entitled to £40 per annum, for each year they are at 

Shavington Academy, towards the cost of trips and visits. Please alert the trip leader/ parent so that 

the necessary arrangements can be made. The Academy Finance Team keeps a record of each child’s 

subsidy. 

 

7. How many 3s, or time off would lead to a pupil losing a place? 

There is no defined number on this. Each child’s circumstances will form part of the decision making. Risk 

assessments and health and safety concerns will form part of the decision making. For example, if a child has a 

lot of absence due to illness, we may question whether they are well enough to travel and take part in a 

demanding schedule of activities. With a designated ratio of staff and pupils, we have to be mindful of the 

implications of a pupil needing one-to-one support, and the impact this would have on staffing of the group as 

a whole. All of this is factored into our risk assessment. 

8. How do I know what each component of the trip costs? 

Some trip organisers sell a ‘package’ of transport, accommodation and attractions/entry fees, due to discounts 

they are able to attract from other businesses that they work with. They do not provide us with an itemised 

breakdown of the total price. However, the addresses of accommodation, flight numbers, itinerary and details 

of venues is always provided at a meeting prior to the trip. 

9. How do I know my child will be safe? 

The Academy compiles a risk assessment for each trip, even to local venues. We buy into a checking service 

operated by Cheshire East Council who verify arrangements, providers, places, personnel, etc for any trip that 

is beyond one day. Only with their approval does a trip go ahead. 
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